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SUB J : ENERGY: PETROCHEMICAL TECHNICAL SALES SEMINAR 
REF: LAGOS 1181 

1. SEMINAR IDEA DISCUSSED IANUARY 23 WITH WILLIAM I. MOFFATT, 
INTERNATIONALOPERATIONS MANAGER, CHEMICO (212/239-5100), AND 
FEBRUARY 13 WITH KENNETY A.DEGHETTO, CHAIRMAN AND MANAGING 
DIRECTOR OF FOSTER WHEELER LIMITED (UK), AND H.T. FIELDING, VICE 
PRESIDENT OF INTERNATIONAL SALES FOR FOSTER WHEELER WORLDWIDE 
(713/622-7100). NONE OF THESE EXECUTIVES WAS PREVIOUSLY AWARE 

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE PROPOSAL. 

2. THEIR REACTIONS WERE VERY SIMILAR: THEY NOTED THAT 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE MISSIONS WERE USUALLY INTENDED TO 
INTRODUCE US FIRMS TO NEW MARKETS, BUT IN THIS INSTANCE, 

THEY AND ALL THEIR MAJOR COMPETITORS HAD ALREADY INVESTIGATED 
POSSIBILITIES IN NIGERIA, AND MANY WERE NOW UNDER ACTIVE 
CONSIDERATION. EMBASSY EXPLAINED THAT THIS WAS RECOGNIZED, 

AND COMMERCE-ORGANIZED SEMINAR OR VISIT OF HIGH-LEVEL 
EXECUTIVES WOULD BE INTENDED TO ASSIST THESE FIRMS BY 
BUILDING MOMENTUM TOWARD FAVORABLE DECISIONS BY THE NIGERIANS. 

3. MOFFATT WAS NONCOMMITAL, SAID CHEMICO WOULD OF COURSE 
CONSIDER THE IDEA WHEN IT IS PRESENTED BY DOC. DEGHETTO AND 
FIELDING SAID AN OFFICIAL MISSION MIGHT DIFFUSE THE GOOD WILL 
AND EXPERIENCE THEY HAVE BEEN PAINSTAKINGLY BUILDING UP IN 
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NIGERIA. AND, FROM THE COMPETITIVE POINT OF VIEW, THEY WOULD 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

FRANKLY PREFER THAT IT NOT TAKE PLACE. THES HASTENED TO ADD 
THAT, IF SUCH A MISSION IS IN FACT ORGANIZED, THEY COULD 
PROBABLY NOT AFFORD TO BE EXCLUDED. 

4. COMMENT: IN FURTHER CONTACTS WITH THESE GENTLEMEN, DOC 
IS REQUESTED NOT TO QUOTE BACK TO THEM THEIR OFF-THE-CUFF 
REMARKS TO EMBASSY. THEY ARE OFFERED HERE IN ORDER TO FOREWARN 
DOC ABOUT THE KIND OF REACTION WHICH MAY BE EXPECTED FROM SOME 
US FIRMS (SEE LAGOS 1239 FOR PARTIAL LIST). IF MANY REASON 
LIKE FOSTER WHEELER, ONE DIFFICULTY MAY BE KEEPING THE 
MISSION TO A MANAGEABLY SMALL SIZE. 

REINHARDT 
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